
FREE  GU IDE  ·  CLAUDE  MODEL  ROUT ING

Which Claude
model for which
job?
Not another generic list. The exact routing rules I use

every day: what goes to Haiku, what goes to Sonnet
and what goes to Opus.

Haiku 4.5

Sonnet 5

Opus 5

Want to install it in one paste?

Download the free setup kit:

https://llm.berta.one/downloads/claude-routing-kit.zip

Also on the homepage: https://llm.berta.one/
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looks things up

builds what's decided

decides, debugs, reviews

Swipe →

https://llm.berta.one/downloads/claude-routing-kit.zip
https://llm.berta.one/
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WHY  I  MADE  TH IS

Every week: another “which
model should you use?” post.
Most of them say the same thing: big model for hard tasks,

small model for easy ones. True, but too generic to act on

when you're halfway through real work.

So I built LLMCO: an app that decides which agent, which

model and which provider runs each task.

OpenAI Ollama Cloud Ollama Kimi

Anthropic Claude + more

Try it: llm.berta.one

This guide is one precise piece of it, extracted from the

full system: the Claude part. It picks the best model

that's actually worth paying for, for each kind of task.
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THE  THREE  T IERS

Three models, three jobs.

Haiku 4.5 $1 / $5
per M tokensTHE  SCOUT  ·  READ-ONLY

Finding files, searching for a function or name, reading config,

summarising one file, checking git history. It never edits.

Sonnet 5 $2 / $10
per M tokensTHE  BUILDER

Routine changes where the design is already decided: content and

CSS, wiring, repetitive multi-file edits, tests for existing behaviour,

lint and build fixes.

Opus 5 $5 / $25
per M tokensTHE  ARCHITECT

Planning and architecture, multi-file refactors, bugs with no obvious

cause, anything touching security, auth or payments, and the final

review before anything ships.

Prices: input / output per million tokens, as listed in Claude Code, September 2026. Check
current pricing before relying on them.

Rondanini Publishing Ltd t/a OrbaOS™ llm.berta.one · orbaos.com

03 / 08

https://llm.berta.one/
https://orbaos.com/


TASK  →  MODEL

What I actually send where.

“Where is this defined?” HAIKU

“Summarise this file or config” HAIKU

“What changed in git last week?” HAIKU

Update copy, CSS, colours SONNET

Wire up an existing component or endpoint SONNET

Same change across 20 files SONNET

Tests for behaviour that already works SONNET

Fix a failing lint or build SONNET

“How should we structure this?” OPUS

A bug with no obvious cause OPUS

Anything touching auth, payments, security OPUS

Final review of the diff before it ships OPUS
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THE  RULES  BEH IND  I T

Four rules that do the routing.

1 Cheapest model that does the job well
Not the cheapest model overall, and not the best one. The

cheapest one whose output you won't have to redo.

2 Decide first, then build
Sonnet carries out decisions; it shouldn't make them. If a

design question comes up mid-task, it stops and hands

back to Opus.

3 Escalate one tier, not two
Stuck, or the checks fail? Move up one level: Haiku →
Sonnet → Opus. Don't jump straight to the top.

4 Run independent tasks in parallel
Three lookups on Haiku at the same time are faster and

cheaper than one Opus doing them one after another.
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A  PERSONAL  CHO ICE

No Fable. No premium tiers.

Claude has bigger and more expensive models than

Opus. I don't use Fable or any of them.

For the work I do, and for what I know, they're overkill.

Opus already covers my hardest problems.

Fable & premium Opus as the ceiling

This is my setup, not a rule. If your work needs more, pay for more.

Just make sure it really does.
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SET  I T  UP  I N  CLAUDE  CODE

Three files. Every project.
1 · Opus by default, fall back if it’s down
~/.claude/settings.json

{

"model": "opus",

"fallbackModel": ["sonnet", "haiku"],

"availableModels": ["opus", "sonnet", "haiku"],

"enforceAvailableModels": true

}

2 · One subagent per tier
~/.claude/agents/

# quick-lookup.md   (also: implementer.md → sonnet, architect.md → opus)

---

name: quick-lookup

description: "Fast, cheap read-only lookups. Use PROACTIVELY for

finding files, grepping symbols, reading config. Never edits."

model: haiku

tools: Read, Grep, Glob, Bash

---

3 · Write the rules down
~/.claude/CLAUDE.md

## Model routing (automatic, every project)

- Lookups -> quick-lookup (Haiku).

- Decided, routine edits -> implementer (Sonnet).

- Design, debugging, security, final review -> architect (Opus).

- Cheapest model that does the job well; escalate one tier if stuck.

Want to install it in one paste?
Download the free setup kit:
https://llm.berta.one/downloads/claude-routing-kit.zip

Also on the homepage: https://llm.berta.one/
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FREE  TO  SHARE

Save it.
Use it.
Pass it on.
One precise slice of LLMCO, the app I built to route

every task to the right agent, model and provider.

Want to install it in one paste?

Download the free setup kit:

https://llm.berta.one/downloads/claude-routing-kit.zip

Also on the homepage: https://llm.berta.one/

And tell me in the comments: which model do you reach for first?

WORKS IN Claude Code: terminal, VS Code, Cursor, JetBrains, desktop
app Code tab

NOT IN Cowork, claude.ai chat, cloud sessions

llm.berta.one
LLMCO

orbaos.com
OrbaOS™

rondanini.net
Rondanini Publishing Ltd
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